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JOHN F. CLARKE 



That traits of individual character and in- 
tellectual temperament are really transmitted 
by heredity is an almost universally admitted 
fact, the philosophy underlying pre-natal in- 
fluences finding exemplification even in bib- 
lical days, and there is no more striking 
evidence than may be found in the subject 
of this sketch, John F. Clarke, of Arlington, 
Maryland, the photographic reproduction con- 
stituting our frontispiece in thi- issue. 

It has often been said that "blood is thicker 
than wafer" and while we are not capable 
of explaining this peculiar feeling yet in 
the heart of every Kentuckian there runs a 
thrill when i.e learns that he is dealing with 
and writing 01 another Kc ntuckian. Be it 
known then, that John F. Clarke, although 
a resident of Maryland, is a Kentuckian by 
birth and heredity. He was born in the city 
of Louisville and first saw the light of day 
oa the banks of the Ohio River, June 2, 1858, 
ami is, therefore, approaching his fiftieth 
milestone. Still in the vigor and prime of an 
active and useful life his many friends fondly 
anticipate that he may continue for another 
half century a d aim his sledge-hammer 
blows at the curse of orthodox, Christian 
superstition. For the past twenty year* he 
has l>een a voluminous writer and his effu- 
sions and criticisms have found space in the 
different representatives of the American 
press. Not only have the columns of Free- 
thought papers een open to him but he ha* 
been accorded the privilege of the daily papers 
and in them he has vented his convictions 
upon Atheism, Socialism, Woman's Suffrage, 
Anti militarism, and Court decisions have 
come under his notice and observation. 

lie first attracted widespread attention 
through the publication of his pres* comment 
upon the Boer war and Religion. This letter 
was made the. subject of wide comment 
Through its publication he managed to open 
up a wide correspondence, much of which is 
retained to this day. Because of that effort 
he was made the recipient of The Rlue Grass 
Wade, and other Freet hough*, publications, 
which have, from that time, been favored 
with productions of his brain and pen. Hap- 
contributors to the Blade and his writings 



pily Mr. Clarke is among the mo-t frequent 
have been highly appreciated by all our 
readers. He is peculiarly humorous and can 
drive an argument home with remarkable ef- 
fect. His style is peculiarly of an individual 
and original type. Since his closer identitt- 
cation with the Freethought movement he 
has openly engaged in an active propaganda 
and spreads the "gospel of great joy" by 
giving away copies of the Freethought papers 
whenever and wherever an opportunity pre- 
sents itself. In all walks of life, through in- 
Ihidual effort end organized labor he has 
met and talked with thousands of materialists. 
One firm rule of his life has been never to 
use tobacco or ardent spirits, and yet, unless 
church |>eople misrepresent him, he is made 
the subject of more prayers every day than 
any other citizen of Maryland. Religious 
zealots constantly inform him that he is 
being subjected to their prayers, both pub- 
lic and private, and will continue to be so 
subjected, until a conversion to the super- 
stition of orthodox Christianity has been 
wrought. 

On the other hand he is being congratulated 
almost every day of his life that he does not 
permit himself to be made the dupe of an 
erroneous religious belief, or system. Yet, 
bigotry is ever active and alert. Soon after 
he had settled in Maryland, especially in 
Arlington, now about ten years ago, the bigots 
wanted to cause his arrest because he worked 
about his home place on Sunday, but his 
example spread for they saw that no harm 
befel him for attending to his flowers and his 
little garden on Sunday, and now many of 
his neighbors are doing the same thing and 
no adverse comment is made. 
" As previo^slyTtatedrMr." Clarke was born 
Tune 2, 1858. His father was Captain John D 
Clarke, who was a gallant confederate soldier, 
an ardent supporter of the Lost Cause, and 
afterwards a sign painter. The childhood of 
Mr. Clarke was spent in Kentucky and Geor- 
gia. His father died in 1874 when he left this 
section and went to «Vashington, D. C. Two 
years later, or in 1878, he moved to Baltimore, 
Maryland. In 1881 he was married to Mi-s 
L Billmeyer, who has been a constant 



and devoted companion, and three children 
have been born to them, all of whom are liv- 
ing. We have suggested that Mr. Clarke s 
scepticism was partially inherited. This 
statement is justified by the fact that hia 
father was an atheist before him. Mr. Clarke 
i a Is., an atheist. He has beet a letter carrier 
in the employ of I nele Sam since 1888. Ear- 
ly in life he decided that tne Christian re- 
ligion and its allies, were humbugs, and pur 
suing an honest investigation he soon an- 
nounced himself an atheist, a step, which he 
now dedans, he has never had any cause to 
regret. His education was extremely limited, 
but he has been a close and inveterate reader 
and student and posesses that happy faculty 
of retaining and nssimilating that which he 
reads. He is now Secretary -Treasurer of the 
Baltimore Free Discu-sion Society, an As- 
sociation of Freethinkers, where debates are 
indulged in upon all subjects pertaining to 
the welfare, progress and development of the 
race. Through his official relations with this 
society he has come in personal contact with 
all sorts of lecturers and teachers, including 
Mormons, Hindoos, Agnostics, Adventists, 
Sinple-Taxers, Theosopists, Socialists, etc. It 
is enough to say that he enjoys the full con- 
fidence and respect of his neighbors and all 
who know him. The greatest compliment that 
was ever paid him came from the son-in-law 
of a Baltimore preacher, who fold him that 
an "earnest Atheist was more desirable as a 
citizen and a neighbor than most Christians." 

Referring to this incident Mr. Clarke de- 
clares that it was induced by the fact of 
some reference being made to a man who 
was guilty of what the church calls "back- 
sliding" and who had been praying to God 
to keep him from drinking liquor and after 
a total abstinence of 3 years had lapsed into 
the habit again. In his comment upon the 
subject, Mr. Clarke says: "Christians did not 
used to talk that way." 

Readers of the Blade will be pleased to 
know that Mr. Clarke is one rf the Blades 
contributors and that he will be heard from 
through its columns at almost regular in- 
tervals. 




CALVARY DID NOT MONOPOLIZE THE 
CROWN OF THORNS AND AMERICA 
IS FULL OF MESSIAHS DODGING 
CRUCIFIXION-THE PEOPLE'S 
INDIFFERENCE IS THE TY- 
RANT'S OPPORTUNITY. 



(By M. liner Kidder). 

The crank is either a wi-e man or a fool; 
wisdom, equipped with moral courage or folly, 
supplemented with insolence. Even then few 
can tell which he was until he is dead. Such 
an outlook would daunt any body who was 
not wound up to mind other folk's business. 
But reforming offers unique features and regi 
ulating your neighbor's affairs provides its 
own stimulus. People oppose novelty be- 
cause they are wedded to the old and shrins 
from the ridicule inseparable from the new. 
Nothing new is comfortable and an old fogy 
advocating change would be as great an ano- 
maly as an automobile hearse leading an 
old time funeral procession, lie is brave or 
foolish who wakes sleeping conservatism; it is 
no light thing to irritate an old mistake 
with a new correction. To the average man, 
what k unknown is unknowable. Every gen 
eration considers itself the high water mark 
of "'know it nil." 

Conceit is our most marked inherit I WM 
and, combined with ofliciousness, is the source 
of half our trouble. It is a hard thing to 
think you know everything and at the same 
time doubt thai you are loaded to the —ill 
with tidings of great joy. The country is 
overrun with messiahs dodging crucifixion and 
martyrs shying at martyrdom. 

The crank Is born, not made and the artifi- 
cial article would be a contradiction. He is 
intensified positivism and a negative crank 
would be equivalent to a stagnant mountain 
torrent or a conventional genius. His one 
ambition is to oppose the majority, he is an 
eternal affirmation to the world's negation, 
an everlasting No! to everybody else's Yes I 
He thriven on strife, he smelleth the battle 
afar off; and is as quick to find a fight and 
as slow to find out he is whipped. He poses 
as the "under dog" and. to do him justice, 
he never tires of that monotonous role. 80 
much has been said of the crank being 
ahead of his time" that every crazy wind 
spouter whose tongue keeps pace with his 
imagination considers himself an inspired an- 
ticipator of the lagging future, a heaven 
helped herald of the coming dawn. 



The practicality of a new idea is not 
guaranteed by specious theory but by popular 
acceptance. The fruit won't fall until it i: 
ripe and no matter how good a thing is, it 
waits on the verdict of the majority, M.mi.v 
of our so-called inventions mi NMmIW I by 
our ancestor^; as many of those am repudiate 
will be accepted by our post ritv. Krerjr- 
thing is a failure until it dov.naiU with the 
age. Even a lunatic must tit the public idea 
of insanity or be vited a raisi!>. CoasCTVa- 
ti-111 accepts under ptotMt nn 1 nothing sur- 
vives that prejudice can kid I lie steam en 
gine appeared and disappeared before Watts 
ap|>eared. Philosopher* belhved in "D.n.m 
ism" when telling what they kn< w meant 
more than ridieui> it is My of late that 
difference of opinion has been punished with 
only indifference. The crank >f yor? got ill 
the attention he was thirsting fi r. I he ma 
jority shapss the customs »nd from (he ty- 
rant custom there is no sudden appi nl TM 
majority may l*» wrong but disciplined and 
veteran error has ever witlwtoil the on-et 
of divided truth, tint i 1 un l <i mm • 1 bj evo- 
lution. And what is evolution but a U| ird 
spurred by cranks? 

Crged on Off headlong enthusiasm and Mi- 
lled conviction, our friend asf.nlls all thbs 
with ruthless vehemence, then marvel- that he 
lays up sorrow unto his own soul. Who 
wants to be convinced in nn hour that he 
has been a fool all his life! How many are 
desirous to trade off an ancestral blunder for 
a strange truth? Some! yes but some are 
a very few. Reforming a man's faults rarely 
gets beyond convincing him that he has f mil* 
And when you as-ail somebody's false judg- 
ment he genorally forgets every thing but 
the assault. It is human to err; equally hu 
man to keep tab on the othpr fellow's err- 
ing. Everybody is tinctured with missionary 
enterprise and the man who can stumble on 
something new without a desire to rejuven- 
ate his fellow man is unborn so far. The 
crank not only has this desire but he ad- 
vertises it. He is blind to his own faults 
because, to him, nothing is faulty but the 
old: all new peccadilloes are necessarily 
gilded by the sun rise. 

Yet is the crank useful, thouch we do not 
relish his spasmodic methods. But divest him 
of what we disapprove of and we subject him 
to normal conditions. We must take him as 
he is for, in truth, he is often the uncompro- 
mising foe of stagnation; the very essanee of 
healthy and progressive discontent. We hate 
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his dogmatism, object to what is often his 
officious and vulgar zeal; but we must ap- 
plaud his per-i«t i-ncy while condemning his 
inconsistency. And inconsistent lie is; never 
displaying more intolerance than when com- 
batting intolerance; never more vicious than 
when lighting vice; never attempting ta re- 
form abuse without lending t.dditional terror 
to reformation. Nor does he take into ac- 
count that an unsound opinion, like an un 
sound tooth, while a bad thing to own, i» a 
worse thing to lose suddenly. 

The crank infests all departments and 
1 here is nothing old whose antiquity is not 
ventilated by some blatant, disheveled, wild 
eyed apostle of abrupt chancre. Columbus is 
the Crank's ideal; but I believe if Columbus 
had it to do over, again, he would forger 
his own di-covery to go for rfome oth«r 
man's discovery. T am yet to hear of anv- 
l>ody testing the problematical new who has 
not fnilpd in the certain old. A man never 
aims at the stir.? until lie has mis«ed all 
the home target*. No one pronhe«ies for the 
future who is an authority on the present 
In short, the reformer suffers from that type 
of mental strabismus that overlooks domestic 
f i ults for foreign missions. 

Spencer says: "Every reformer believes In 
his own infallibility." And he does. Convince 
the crank he is wrong in one detail and you 
urg<ar his entire reformatory machinery 
- come* as often from conceit as 
from reason: hiogotry may not be born of 
truth, or fanaticism of proof. Loud talk is 
ever the ally of flimsy logic; wind is cheap. 
The pioneer is generally a ne'er-do well either 
in the physical or mental beaten track. Fail- 
ures migrate to where they are untrammeled 
with conventional restraints. After all. the 
crank says only what millions of moral cow- 
ards dare no more than think. He is the 
irresponsible mouthpiece of thousands of his 
detractors. Few men think: fewer tell tueir 
thoughts; the man who has aught to lo«p 
prefers to lose it through some other chan- 
nel than talk. Of course he ridicules the 
talker but ridicule may be as hypocritical as 
praise: abuse is not neeessarilv sincere. To 
find a great truth is great: to satisfy people 
of your find is greater; and these are the 
crank's mission. Do you wonder nt his fate* 
The crank Is generally a necessarv nuis 
anee: an objectionable es.cntial. crucified by 
the present to be glorified by the future. 
He is not a pleasant companion, no hobby 
rider is. Who wants to listen to an endless 
dirge on his own ignorance played on a fiddle 
with one string? ^Most of us should rather 
remain wrong than be yanked into right 
Tt is true we owe much to the crank; so we 
do to experience: but a remedy mny be as 
disagreeable as beneficial; medicine rnrelv 
tickles the palate. 

The crank's one thought has worn a grove 
in his brain that no other thousrht fits; everv 
thing else is side tracked; only his hobbv 
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has right of way. He cannot understand 
that believed error may be a- sacred as 
proved truth. It is necessary that the crnnk 
should come, but woe unto him to whom ho 
comes. And as hard as it is to get along 
with him, it would be harder to get along 
without him. As to the bogus crank, he is 
a noisy nuisance intensified by usolessnes-; a 
drunken, mouthing vagabond loving nothing 
but his own ease and some oth"r man's whis- 
key. To him I can spare no space. I am 
treating of A he sincere promulgation, who. if 
he has but one idea ha* not always Arrowed 
it and always has it "down fine." Not that 
sincerity must command interest; lor no one 
idea man can be interesting. U Biato By when 
showing another man his mistake*. The gen- 
tleman needing reformation demands above nil 
things, variety in the reformer. Nothing is 
more monotonous than the -nine advice on the 
•same subject. 

The crank rarely sees the attainment of 
his object: if he sees it he rarely survive* 
the realization long. A life aim nehieved. 
means an aimless life. He lives on tumult; 
that. over, he) "corrodes in distasteful re- 
pose." The ordinary crank is in terrible ear- 
nest and few of us can be in earnest without 
Loin? impetuously so: how many hnsten with 
iigBHy 1 "Festinn lente" fits few who are en- 
dowed with singleness of purpose. 

I wn< onee tinotnr.-d with «he divine >,f- 
flatus of reformation myself. But my mania 
subsided into zeal, my zeal into mind- 
ing my own business. To tell the 
truth, the crusade was too lonesome. 
T had to choose between assoointes 
whose, onlv recommendation i-> being right 
nnd opponents whose onlv fnult is being HI Ml 
T am still a reformer at heart but out of 
the fullness of the henrt the mouth rarely 
speaks. A fellow mu«t be awful bad now be- 
fore T try to convert him. 

To the average man. opposition to the os 
tablished canons is criminal in nnitv. He 
may disagree with the majority in toto. but 
expressing that varinnee. he holds to be 
blasphemy, against the holy name of policy 
And. let me tell you. even n»gatlve poliev 
pays. T have not been politic long enough to 
realize this in person, but T take some things 
on faith. Tt has occurred to me of lnte that 
I f. Mow can do any thing if he doen't talk. 

Yet. will there be reformers till the crack 
of doom; men who worship ideals with that 
volcanic zeal that nautrht but death quenches 
Men who know but one thintr. their lflMKMfl 
Our country swarms with them: there is no 
place where their voice is not heard. Some 
are educated— more illiterate; all inspired, a 
like number, poor. Nothing else so stimu- 
lates a man with an empty pocket as a 
dose of inspiration. The invitation to un- 
load is irresistible. Tint human nature is so 
constituted tnat it rarely wants to hear what 
the other fellow wants to tell. We prize 
only the information we worm out of others. 
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The silent man impresses us as keeping 
something back. The loquacious man's talk 
we consider public property. Who sinks a 
pump into a boiling spring? 

The crank's persist enev more than his logic 
invites notice. Curiosity, rather than convic- 
tion arrests public attention. Few reason, be- 
cause reason demand* concentration; nnd ex- 
pecting the average mind to concentrate 
would be as absurd as expecting an old bell 
mouthed blunderbuss, twenty paces off. to 
throw all of its shot into a bung hole. The 
every day man is engrossed in making a liv- 
ing; in staying here under ordinary conditions. 
He ha' forgotten the past nnd has neither time 
nor inclination to think of he future. In 
short, he is too satisfied to be a reformer un- 
til pinched by poverty: then every circum- 
stance shakes a red rag at him nnd he goes 
forth breathing threatening* and slaughter 
against "existing conditions." 

Henry Berg was ridiculed nnd lampooned 
unmercifully; but the Public School chil- 
dren now belong to the Rand of Mercy. Berg 
was a crank with all the modern improve 
ments. His one thought was the R. P. 0. A. 
and his name will be associated with tender- 
ness, mercy and unflinching moral courage ns 
long as the human henrt harbors those vir- 
tues. 

Advocating the new is not necessarily ad- 
vocating the right: novelty and i oriesense mav 
be twins; change nnd absurdity, identical. 
There are conscientious expounders loose 
among us who would reverse the very tide of 
evolution; men who worship the past, grieve 
over the present and paint in sombre colors 
the threatening future. Such men are like 
those of old. who. posessed of devils, lived 
with the dead. We have been spoilt by our 
advantages and ns distance lends the witch- 
ery of enchantment to the old, we resurrect 
nnd worship, dig up and adore. He whose 
ideals is among realized and dead mistakes 
U indeed to be pitied. To the credit of the 
crank he is rarely retrospective: and his 
ideal, hnrv though it may be. -'s in the mists 
of the future rather than in the fogs of that 
vast cemetery the past. 

No cross, no crown! Yon need not be 
pious to believe that. Tf there be any-thin-.- 
earned, worth having, without suffering, whnt 
is it? Every comfort represents many dis- 
comforts; every pleasure many pnins; every 
success the unspeakable agony of failures and 
hopes deferred thnt maketh the heart sick. 
Before our birth half starved vagabonds were 
bushwhacking over the country in our be 
half. Calvary did not monopolize the crown 
of thorns. Liberty is yet a now rom**r. For 
centuries that pearl of great price had been 
cast before the swinish multitude by men to 
whom life without liberty was Head Rea fruit 
At. last the people began to think. Their 
first expression of thought was the French 
T!' volution: thnt lurid dawn of a brighter day; 
that carnival of reactionary liberty; that sat- 



urnalia of slavery-born freedom. Violence is 
the fecund dam of violence and the eggs laid 
by Until Xl\ and Umis XV were hatched 
by the cranks of 1780. 

Let us credit the crank with the good he 
has done, nor forget that justified grnmb- 
ling iH a guarantee of future safety. The 
people's inditrerenee is the tyrant's opportun- 
ity. Kternnl vigilance is the price of liberty 
nnd t lie nation that is perfectly comfortable 
is dangerously comfortable. The only way 
to keep the good from getting worse i< to 
make it better. Evolution and retrogression 
are ever waiting invitations. Nor let us 
plume ourselves on the boasted infallibility of 
our age. We muke our age nnd when we 
( bm to improve it, we begin to unmake it. 
Greece and Rome were sacrifices to content- 
ment. 

The crank is a social cynic, the watch dog 
of society. We laugh at his growl, question 
his sanity and vote him a bore. Rut if his 
mission were untrnnuneled with the persecu- 
tion of contempt, there would be no premium 
on moral courage; no credit for the cruci- 
fix ion accruing to the opposer of customs 
made nnd provided. As long as conditions 
produce misery, so long will misery produce 
atniowarif. For, after all. no man attempts 
to improve conditions thnt permit him to im- 
prove himself, nor works for posterity, who 
can work for his own profit ; nor dreams of 
the future who hasn't been driven to de- 
spair by the present. 



THE FLOWER OF LIBERTY. 

What flower is this that greets the morn, 

Its hues from heaven so freely born? 

With burning star and flaming band 

It kindles all the sunset land. 

Oh, tell us what it* name may be! 

Is this the flower of liberty? 

It is the banner of the free. 

The starry flower of liberty! 

In savage nature's far abode 

Itl tender seed our father's sowed. 

I lie storm winds rocked its swelling bud, 

Its opening leave- were st renked with bood, 

Till, lo, earth's tyrants shook to see 

The full blown flower of liberty! 

Then hail the banner of the free, 
The starry flower of liberty! 

Oliver Wendell Holmes. 



The men and women that are lifting the 
world upward ami onward aie those who en- 
courage more than criticise. 



I^et us believe —it bar half of the good 

I |>le toll us of ourselves, nor half the evil 

they say of others. 
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Current Comment on Public Events 



THE SAME OLD x ALE. 



Orthodoxy a<»unien the same dogmatic as- 
!■ at no matter the guise or name under which 
it is presented. The priests of one religious 
faith deride those leaders of an opposing re- 
li^ioiis faith for their lack of liberality, as- 
si i in i ug thcnisclxcs to be O. K. on the -ubject. 
With them, as a class, Orthodoxy is all right 
so long as their own shibboleths be maintained. 
It is a well known fact .some of Hie greatest 
nun known in all hi-tory have sprung from 
the loins of Judah, und many of the smallest 
i an trace their origin to the same cause. 
Haron llirsch was the greatest philanthropist 
of his day cither in or out of fche Jewish 
church. Baron Hothchild is the example of 
the other extreme. He knows no charity, 
■0 philanthropy, sa \ e that which lie, in a div- 
idual, while the world is fuil of Shy locks 
who continually demand their "pound of 
llesh" and they want it from "next to the 
heart" or as close thereto as they can get it. 
To a great extent they are not to be blamed 
for it as they are simply the products of 
Christian per-eeution and tyranny. In otlnr 
words they are what they are by reason of 
em imnnic at They aid not make the condi- 
tions the conditions made them, but many of 
than are now in a position to control con- 
dfttona. This fact finds corroboration from 
the fact that during Disraelis term of power 
in Cireat Britain, other Christian nations, 
so called, including America, found room for 
criticism that a Jew should be made Premier 
of the leading I'rotestant Christian nation in 
the world. Now we lind a Jew in the cabinet 
of l'lc-ident Koosevelt and an athiest Jew el 
ectcd to the Mayorality of Home. Let ua be 
understood. This recital is not made in a 
spirit of fault finding. As between races ,,f 
men the Blade recognizes BO distinction. 
It congratulates men of all nations or rae«.< 
who have brain and character strong enough 
to work their way to the top and coinplimmts 
them upon the suocess nchei.ed. Attention 
is simply directed to these facts t:> show that 
in spite of Christian persecution and oppc 
sition men can win glory and honor anion;; 
their fellows. Their success, however, is due 
to the fact that they have readily ass'nii- 
lalcd themselves to Cieir ,ui rounding-) and so 
labored as to make their own individuality 
a part of them and absolutely necessary to 
the present emergency. And yet here conies 
Habbi Samuel Schulmun, of Temple Beth- HI. 
of New York, who sees fit to censure the Jews 
in America because they have "departed from 
the religiosity of their race" and made them- 
selves a "part of the life of the new country. " 
Only that the Jew has done those things of 
which the eminent Rabbi complains has he 



been able to rise above the surroundings 
made for him by Christian inlolc:.ineJ and 
-a n. I i lied prejudice. Had the Je.v Ion.? other 
wise his political and social prominence 
would have been deferred. From what the 
Kabbi is reported to have said it nou.il -.em 
that he has also degenerated into that habit 
of assimilation by a-sumin^ to complain, as 
Christian preachers do, of the failure of 
wealthy Jews to donate more literally to the 
-y uagogue and its institutions. That the 
Jew has »een lit to ignore the demands ot 
the priesthood, and shows so little regard for 
the enslaving conditions slipulatul for him 
by the priesthood, is not only a credit to 
him, but an evidencj >i all assertion of in- 
dependence. Without I his independence, or, 
were the Jew to f KM t himself to baMUM 
subservient to the pri ' "1. ■ 1 a^am. he would 
sink back to those conditions tha"; niaik 
Christian count tii's on the liuropean cinlinent 
today. The Babbi's mot-v - may ha discerned 
in the following sta.cme ir: 

' I he ancient Jewish laws demanded lhar 
one of the faith give every jenl as his share 
of the tithes one-tenth of his yearly inoj KM. 
Should that same principle i.e carried into 
effect today we would havj less misery mi 
pain." 

Alter all it is simply a uttaatklll of the 
tithes 

A CATHOLIC ENCYCLOPEDIA. 

( atholici-m is not content, nor is it satis- 
|ad with the Kncyelope<lias that have been 
published and put into the hands of the 
reading public, for the reason that Catholic 
doctrine has not been accorded a prominent 
and conspicuous place in the definitions. As 
a result of this the church has seen fit to 
collaborate and publish a new encyclopedia of 
a distinctly Catholic type in which it is pro- 
posed to throw "new tight" UpoD the haak 
of human thought touching superhuman 
themes. When the Catholic undertakes to 
throw any light upon human thought, in any 
direction, that light will be rellected through 
linted glass, and pains will be taken to have 
the coloring made to lit theological teachings. 
It has been well said that "light is hurtful to 
weak eyes" and should the light be "new" it 
would become more dangerous than ever. 
Naturally, and as might have been expected, 
the reviewers have been nble to get in their 
work, und the two volumes of the production 
which have been i-sued, with a third on the 
I ■ i - - — . are commended as being a "monument 
to intellectual progress in the pathway of 
great ideas." Aside from the historic fact 
that do really "great" ideas have ever 
emanated from the Catholic church, as an 



organized institution, this work is expected 
to prove a vade mecum that shall be invalu- 
able to him who would solve the llama I 
qaarthUM with which alt mankind is concerned. 
Baton the work will be permitted to get 
upon the market bearing the nomenclature of 
"Catholic" it must, of a necessity, receive the 
sanction of the Vatican, and this papal tolera- 
tion is enough to condemn it in the minds of 
thinking people. The rationalist and intelli- 
gent thinker must refuse to take his literary 
and theological medicine from Home. The 
product ions are too certain to be "doctored ' 
ami Itome does "doctor" when- books are con- 
cerned and Intended for popular sale. Inas- 
much the ency clopedia takes in the whole 
gamut ol religious creeds from Buddah to 
Zoroaster, from Nebo to Calvary, and as- 
sumes to supply both history and definition, 
cause and effect, the Freethinker can well 
imagine what it must contain, having re- 
a a t r ad the papal benediction and sanction. 

i TOO SERIOUS FOR A JOKE. 

Although regarded in the light of an ex- 
cellent joke, there is, none the less, some- 
thing pathetically true in the bill offered 
before the new legi-lative assembly of the 
Mate ot Oklahoma, which suggests the estab- 
lishment of a State bureau whose sola duty 
it shall be to supply parsons with texts. 
This would be a new departure and as the 
-t it., BadartahM to regulate the business of 
retailing liquor by restrictive and sumptuary 
law, why should it not also regulate the 
doctrinal preaching from the several pulpits? 
If there be a figurative hell in the particular 
brand of "fire-water" sold in Oklahoma, one 
thing is certain it is peddled here and man 
gets through with it on schedule time. The 
bibical hall peddled from the pulpits is not 
iutend.d for this world, nor is it of short 
duration, but iB held in reserve for another 
world and is to last through all eternity 
\\ bile such a bureau, in operation, might 
work a hardship upon sectarian enterprise, by 
compelling a Baptist to preach from a Prea 
l.yteiiau text, or a Methodist to undertake an 
explanation of the Episcopal prayer book, the 
greatest confusion would naturally arise over 
the use of water in the different degrees of 
h« attain, BUI] the bunau might do good. By- 
abolishing many of the modern texts and 
supplying the parsons with a line of new 
goods, their congregations may be benefitted 
and spared many hours of pastoral torture and 
religious agony. On the other hand the 
bureau is designed to be of service to the 
preachers, in that it proposes go further than 
merely supplying a text, but will, upon appli' 
cation, signed by at least ten freeholders of 
the district to show that the applicant is act- 
ing in good faith, actually supply him with a 
complete sermon, up-to-date, and containing 
all the necessary embellishments. The further 
proposition is made that the position of bureau 
chief can be had by any farmer in the State 
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who can di-play a medal won for political 
campaigning. It is presumed, however, that 
the bureau would keep a supply ol sermons 
on hand, and that these could be sold by mail 
ordir Horn printed catalogues that would be 
sent to pulpit orators lieu M demand. This 
would open up an tnlinlv Mil ;.iliistry and 
enable MM ol our literary aspirants to WWh 
oil their surplus energy. At the end oi Ml 
term oi ollice the bureau afciej could present 
.-lati-lieal 'lata m his report showing the 
number and character of the texts supplied, 
to whom sent, and the number of complete 
sermons sold on application. 'J his would be 
lain Ml If. no doubt, and tiuin such a report 
tin public, M well a- the truly penitent, could 
keep a tab on the puipil oratory of the slate. 
In any event the "joke bill" as it is called, is 
not a joke in the strictest MM oi the term, 
and its author was evidently keenly alive to 
the exigencies ol the present situation in the 
clerical world. 

FOR THE GLORY OF GOD. 

The religious elements arc peculiarly and 
appropriately aduptid to making lools ol 
men and women. Sliakc-pcarc's immortal 
I'uck, is ascribed as suggesting, "what fools 
thtse mortals be" and he might have had his 
mind*, eye upon a gang oi religious anchorite, 
known us the Doukhobor Pilgrims, inhabiting 
the nothun portion oi the dominion of Can- 
ada, imports froui Toil WilllMa stale that 
a band of this peculiar class of people on a 
recent pilgrimage, marched through the 
streets, with the weat..er ten degress below 
zero, clad only in trickles and pcnlineiice, or, 
in other words, absolutely nude. \\ hat a pis- 
nic lor Coinstuck, or for Parkuur-t! Had they 
been on the ground to have witnessed such a 
spectacle their happiness would have known 
no bounds, and columns of slush would have 
iouud their way into the public prist*. Ln 
uer such circumstances wouiu noi Canada have 
more need of these prurient purist- than the 
Catted States? If there be any choice be- 
tween these and the deluded pilgrims give us 
the pilgrims, and let us take up a subscription 
lor the pui chase ol u one way ticket for the 
others. As an argument against the fullacies 
of religion, in general, and religious folly in 
particular, the following portion of the dis- 
patch i- printed in full: — 

• 'Twelve of the boukhobor pilgrims who 
are stopping here for the winter started on 
anolher march, and de-pite the fact that the 
klMMMMl registered 10 below zero, set 
out, minus wearing apparel of any kind. 

Seven men and live women were in the 
party and for over hall a mile tin ij nun-lie, I 
chanting their mournful dirge. 

The line of march was right through the 
center of the town and the citizens could 
hardly cre.Iit their eves when they beheld the 
marching band of nude pilgrims. 

The police were soon on hand and the band 
was rounded into a downtown poolroom, 



where they continued I heir march round the 
tables whiie th- police decided what next 

In do. ■ 

The pilgrims were linally hustled into cab* 
and taken back to then house, where the en- 
tile party of DO lias lived since they came to 
the city. 

Si range to MJ, none of them appear to 
have suffered any evil effects." 

POOR CASEY! 



Ca-ey was extremely religious, as that 
teni is understood by the orthodox believers 
of today. Let it be understood that Casey 
was a canine of the feminine gender and of 
the variety known as a itoston terrier. She 
labored lor the preacher anil god, although 
the preacher got the lirst chance at her earn- 
in--, tioing the rounds of the daily press 
during the past few days was a glowing 
story about Casey, and it is related that her 
daily mission was to round up all the bone* 
she could lind in the community in which she 
lived, bring them to her master, who, in turn 
utilized the bones by selling thorn and con- 
tributing the proceeds to the missionary box 
in the Sunday school. In this way was a 
canine made to contribute to the comfort of 
the preacher and eueluince the glory of god. 
It is assumed that Ca-cy did not realize the 
disposition that was being made of the pro 
PMM of her labor-. Could she have done so 
Casey might have uttered a vehement protest. 
<>1 course, Casey was never informed that the 
church to which she was giving her toil had 
denied In r a soul, and consequently, prohibited 
MT from purticip.it in.; in the heavenly glories 
which she was helping to construct and her 
devotion to things supernatural were to go 
.il.- .hitcly unrequited and with ut future re 
\ aid. Could those orthodox ( hristians who 
rejoiced in the results of Casey's labor only 
realize that they have no "pre eminenc over 

Least" it is po-sible that they migh< lis- 

cover the error of their <vay* and labor for 
man instead ot w irking for god. After all, 
Casey knew just us much concerning M«V«B, 
hell, deity and devil, as the members of Un- 
church that got the Mab which Casey's bones 
brought. As a Sunday school -cholar Casey 
sv..- of tin- ideal brand.? She never rebelled 
or talked back to the teacher. Casey did not 
play hookey, but it is presumed that she 
rounded up bones on Sunday, as on every day, 
and that these bone- were -old mid the parson 
grabM the 1:118,1 tfcrt came from selling the 
ie-ulls of Cu.v - Sunday labor. But then, 
i imj was only a dog and it did not matter 
much, to the parson, or the church. The 
church wants the cash and it makes no 
li in s over the source from which it comes. 
I lie contribution of the courtesan is as wel- 
come as the contribution of the elect and 
once it jingles in his pocket the* preacher 
sings: "praise god from whom all ble-sings 
flow." But what's the odds! Spell "god- 
backwards and you have a canine, anyway. 



I WHAT IS HAPPINESS f 

♦ T 

ANOTHER BLADE CONTRIBUTOR TAKES 
ISSUE WITH SECRETARY OF MATER- 
IALIST'S ASSOCIATION AND AS- 
SERTS NO UODY IS WITHOUT 
A SOUL. 



(By Susan J. Peck.) 

1 have been reading Eliza Mowry Blivens' 
• What is a Materialist ?" in which she tells 
us of the many studies which she has pur- 
sued, but in which she has failed to lind any- 
proof of any future life or of any God. She 
asserts that all or nearly all of our happiness 
is material; dependent on our physical sensei 
1 will admit that our comfort and the ability 
to employ even our mental and soul faculties 
depend on our physical members and organs, 
but happiness to me is quite a different 
thing, and often I have changed the phrase 
' Life liberty and the pursuit of happiness,' 
to "Life liberty and the pursuit of duty." 

1 have for year-, with others, been engaged 
in humanitarian work and when I have helped 
to relieve the pain of a sufferer, to bring 
warmth to the shivering, food to the hungry, 
or, have helped to secure work for the needy, 
or, comforted a little child, I have not added 
one iota to my physical comfort, but I have 
added much to my happiness, and when my 
attempts have failed I have lost so much 
oi happiness and happiness to me must al- 
ways be a mental condition. How much of 
happiness would material surroundings impart 
to the child suddenly bereft of kind parents? 
1 have an acquaintance who spends nearly 
all of her time in efforts to secure the health, 
comfort and peace of her fellow beings, often 
working into the small hours of the morning 
or during the whole night, reserving time only 
for necessary sleep, the taking of food, etc., 
and who receives no remuneration therefor. 
Her work carries her so constantly among 
those whose suffering and privation are so 
|TMf that she is so saddened thereby that 
only once for a space of four or five days in 
all her recollection has she ever been free from 
the shadow of that sadness, and then she 
wns absorbed in her interest in works of art 
and invention, (man's copies of Nature,) 
gathered from all parts of the world and yet 
she has told me that she would not willingly 
abandon her work in which she finds her hap 
pine-s, all of a mental nature. 

Even Eliza Mowry Blivens cannot, Material 
i-t though she is, imagine a body without a 
soul, after asserting that all is matter, mat- 
ter, mattgr; but she makes the rather strange 
statement that the soul diee with the body. 
And as for spirit without a body in the fu- 
ture life, she did not gather her ideas on that 
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point from Spiritualists as they always refer 
to the spirit body; and even Paul said 
' There is a natural body and there is a 
spiritual body," bo it is not from the Bible 
thut she quotes, and 1 aui forced to believe 
that the spirit without ■ body theory is a 
Materialist'-., advanced tor the purpose of 
attacking and denying its truth. 

.Muny Materialsts have made the same as- 
sertions as hug l.li., i Mo wry Ulivens, which 
is no proof of their correctness and many have 
said "There is no intelligence in Mature," 
citing a-> evidence the fact that water will 
drown a good person as surely as it will a 
bud one; they seeming to forget that the 
good must die us surely us the bud and that 
even the best may not choose the munner of 
their removal from the mortal pluue. 

To me ull intelligence is or was Mature'* 
und as in. in is but a product of Nature he 
in the beginning received his share, or, that 
which was suited to the needs of man, even 
us the animals received their share; but man 
ages ago corrupted his intelligence, (by al- 
lowing kings to rule him,) so thut now he 
gropes in the dark, spending years in invent- 
ing some improvement in his implements or 
machinery, while the bird builds her nest as 
unerringly us did those of her species many 
muny thousand of years ago, the bee works 
us successfully, the hornet builds exactly the 
same sort of paper home in which to shelter 
it -ell und its young and man, because he 
cunnot do us well untaught, culls the perfect 
intelligence of other creatures instinct. Had 
natural law as expressed in the functions of 
man's bodily organs been the work of chance 
upon which no dependence could be placed and 
over which man must keep watch lest while 
he sleep errors occur and if through natural 
law deformities in body or limb were to be 
expected, then we might exclaim: "There is 
no intelligence in Nature." 

Hut without man's knowledge the different 
organ's perform their oll'ices, for those igno- 
runt of anatomy and physiology as well as 
for the most learned, the intelligence in Na- 
ture having provided all things (in man's 
body,) for man's comfort. The circulatory 
system with its arteries and veinB with their 
muny valves, the joints with the senovial 
i! u ill. the two of each pair of limbs of equal 
length, the eyes and the ears with their in 
tricate construction, the hair protecting the 
brain, all, all, employed the principals already- 
expressed in God Almighty's work through 
Nature. 

Many of those principles understood by the 
birds, animals and insects the scientific 
knowledge shown by the honey-bee, furnishes 
one example of that which must enter into 
the skill of the architect. When I write of 
Ood Almighty I do not mean the devil -god or 
or evil-guide, the lord who was only the duke 
or the baron, who lied to Abraham, to Isaac, 
and to Jacob, telling them that he was God 
Almighty, but confessed to Moses that he 



was only Jehovah, whose history Moses knew, 

but to me (iod Almighty is the all-perfect 
intelligence in Nature, as the hand within 
the glove, the builder and gi\er of all good 
ness, and ubo\e all the spirit of justice. 

It may be easy to say what a god should 
have done, but whether man was not given 
the same euerring knowledge sullicient for all 
his needs as were the animals. Eliza Mowry 
Ml I Ml cannot surely know as man now is 
the product partly of Nature and partly of 
the conditions of war, drunkenness, dishon- 
esty, imperialism, slavery, etc., all of them 
the result of man's own misconduct which 
rulers called gods imposed upon him. Even 
as a domestic animal loses somewhat of its 
naturul churacter by association with man, 
so man, educated by other and more selfish 
men, has lost much of his power to dicern 
between truth and falsehood. 

Were mun to be given conditions free 
from all pain he would often suller wounds 
or partial destruction since by pain he is natur 
ally warned of danger and freedom from an 
m.yunce and disappointment could result only 
in the development of almost infinite selfish- 
ness, as has been the case with imperial per- 
sonages. So Nature gives the changes in the 
weather and the temperature which are often 
disappointing and which many persons meet 
with patience, but which others, complain of, 
thus pro\ing that they fail to learn the 
les-ou of self control, which is ever being 
brought within our reach, i once had a friend 
who as the lust surviving member of the fam- 
ily dwelt alone occupying a beautiful home- 
stead and who kept three or four cows for 
the sole purpose of administering to the com- 
fort of other creatures, "and then too," said 
my friend, 1 must have with me beings whose 
wills will sometimes oppose my own, that J 
may exercise patience toward them lest 1 
become too selfish. 

Concerning a future life, although many 
persons have assented that they know there 
is none, there are millions whose word is as 
reliable as theirs, who say that to them the 
proofs have been presented. 1 wish with the 
editor's permission that some cue among <.he 
latter class would tell us of their experiences. 



THE SCARLET SHADOW 

Review of the Sensational Book From the 
Pen of Walter Hurt. 

(Hy Dr. J. B. Wilson.) 
Any thing written by Walter Hurt, I am 
sure, will be of interest to all Blade readeis: 
and so, I take the occasion to inform them of 
the recent publication of his book, "The 
Scarlet Shadow." This book U published by 
the "Appeal to Reason," Girard, Kansas, 
from which it can be purchased, price, $1.50. 
It is a novel, founded upon the Mover Hay- 
wood arrest and trial. While a pretty love 
story runs through the book, it deals chiefly 



and cxplicity with economic revolution tak- 
ing place in Colorado, going into full details 
of the light between the mine owners and the 
Western 1'ederution of miners, und ending 
with the trial und ucquittul of Haywood. It 
kg i bare the whole conspiracy and will be 
valuable, especially to all those who wish 
to ha\c at hand, the history of this greatest 
of all labor's battles, under cover. 

Here, you have pictured the cla.-s struggle 
in language so intense and thrilling — you 
soon become a factor, yourself, in the midst 
of the light. It hold, you from start to finish, 
by its keen insight of human nature, its 
v ivid portrayal of the prejudices, selfishness 
and brutality which money engenders, and 
the desperation of poverty, und its blind 
struggle to rise out oi its depraved condi- 
tions. Its fine detective work h equal to the 
best of 1'oe. Ihe plot K-ads you through 
many labyrinths from the Governor's ollice, 
down deep into heart of the mine; from the 
street of palaces, U> the row of miners' shucks; 
Ironi the ball room of swellest society, to the 
lowest saloon, and den of vice in pro-titution. 
It gets down to the bottom of things, and 
shows men und women, of ull classes, high 
and low us they. are. and the causes of the 
iiillcreiice in conditions. All this is told in the 
liniqWfl and iuiiniluble style of which Hurt 
only is must' r. while some parts, such as the 
blowing up of Independence depot, border upon 
the horrible, and are ire limit of terrible 
depiction, other parts are softened with 
pathos, poetical charm, und vivid vvord puint- 
ings of Colorado scenery, which alone are 
worth the price of the book. The book is hav' 
ing an immense sale, and 1 will advise its 
parnaa) by itlaue readers. 



It is perfectly clear that Tennyson was far 
1 1 •-iii an orthodox Christian. Quite as cer- 
tainly lie was not a Hibliolator. He read the 
I'.ililr. of course; and so did Shelley. There 
are tine things in it, amidst it- falsehoods 
and barbarities; and the Kuglish version is 
a monument of our literature. We regard as 
apoery phal. however, the story of Tennyson's 
telling a boy. "Head the Uible and Shukes- 
peare; the one will teach you how to speak 
God, and the other how to speuk to your 
fellovvnien." Anyhow, w In u l lie post came 
to die, he did not usk for the Hible und he did 
not ask for Shakespeare. The copy he habit- 
ually li ed was handed to him; he opened it 
at l y mheliue, one of the most pagun of 
Shakespeare's plays; he read a little, and 
then held the book until Death came witn 
fall of "tired eyelids upon tired eyes ' 

— G. W. Foote, "Flowers of Freethought." 



To refuse to give away to "the blues" and 
to keep rlu eri ul, whatever happens i» a 
practical way of making others happy. 
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Editorial 



Js fOOI name on the Made muster 
roll? 

• • • • 

lie who is not muster of himself 

is unworthy to rule Other* 

• • • • 

Now is the aeeepted time to arise, 

hump yourself and do something. 

• • • • 

It is gratifying to learn that heaven 
is a condition but its subsidiary con- 
ditions are too hard to be complied 
with. 

• • • • 

Orthodox Christianity means to 
make peace with the dctiy lirsl, an I. 
failing in that direction, to arrange 

terms with the devil. 

• • • • 

The article in our previous issue 
"I know you not" was written by J. 
H. Schwnrtz, of Marshall, 111., but by 
an inadvertent omission his name had 
been left from the heading. 



From time to time the religious 
world stops long enough to express 
wonder and astonishment at the rapid 
increase in Frect liouyh t, the growth 
of lulidelity, and the cons, anils in- 
creasing number of those who openly 
declare their opposition to church and 
creed, even expressing an utter disbe- 
liei in and regarding the most import- 
ant tenets, and they are now asking 
for a cause. 

Inasmuch they have been taught to 
"ask and receive" one of their own 
advocates now comes to the front 
with an extremely lucid explanation 
which may be admitted to contain a 
number of elegant and conclusive 
t rut lis. As a matter of fact, Charles 
K. Witter, of St. Louie, writing in the 
Education a] Review, candidly admits 
i hat the Sunday Schools, through their 
had faith ami lack of judgment in 
seeking to foist upon the mind of in- 
nocent childhood the exploded myths 
and dogmas of a bygone age, are re- 
sponsible for a considerable portion of 
present day Infidelity, now confess- 
edly based upon education and investi- 
gation. The writer has indeed struck 
I rich and pregnant truth, and yet, 
even if the church dared to change 
ils present system of religious instruc- 
tion so ns to conform to the higher 
criticism it would cease to be Chris- 
tian and there is no alternative but 
open and honest Lulidelity. 

We have often heard it said, and we 
have said ourselves, i hat experience 
is the "i-catest of all teachers. The 
mind of a little child is like uptOM of 
blotting paper. The first impres- 
sions stand out, bold and dear but by 
constant use the lines and marks cross 
and recro.vs each oth. r leaving nothing 
but B confusion of Inn s and marks from 
which nothing is clearly discernible. 
First impressions, then, are strongest, 
and the mind readily assimilates any 
subject of Instruction, Thus is is 
that imbecile and partially informed 
men and women engage in the busi- 
ness of teaching pupils in Sunday 
school and great care is exercised to 
maintain a strict and partial sec- 
tarian construction that the child may 
be kept in that one particular form 
of faith. Religious myths are taught 
in precisely the same manner as they 
w iv several generations ago and 
when the mind matures and is brought 
in conflict with the world of thought 
and feeling, where the shibboleths of 
faith with their childish simplicity, 
fail to impress, an awakening 



which reveals the fact that the exact 
truth had not been taught during the 
period of infancy, and the matured 
mind revolts at the thought of the 
imposition thus practiced. Then what 
follows.' First comes investigation. 
This leads to doubt. More investiga- 
tion. The doubt increases and is 
•strengthened and the ultimate is a re- 
jection of the silly fables and another 
inlidel is made. 

If Sunday school teachers would but 
turn the calcium light of investiga- 
tion upon their own minds they would 
realize their own insincerity. Deep 
down in their hearts they know that 
much of what they teach to their 
( lasses is untrue. They also know that 
much else of what they teach is sub- 
eet, to investigation and about which 
they are even in doubt, yet, a loyalty 
to the church forbids them from being 
honest with the children and the latter 
are left to make the discovery as best 
they can and in their own way. When 
that discovery comes it is bad for the 
church that practiced the deception 
upon them. No doubt many of them 
feel and believe that those living 
truths upon all psychological subjects 
that have proven acceptable to them" 
selves, in their more mature age, are 
too abstruse for children, and they 
imagine themselves under an obliga- 
tion to teach the children along the 
same old lines they were themselves 
taught, on the principle that too much 
truth is not good for children and they 
must be trained to become consistent 
church members instead of useful 
citizens. Then follows the conflict 
The realization of things as they are 
conies in antagnoism with what has 
been taught and orthodoxy suffers in 
the process. The reaction is against 
the church and not in its favor. Once 
the process has been completed the 
mind rejoices at its liberation from 
the intellectual prison of orthodoxy 
ami spreading its pinions, it soars 
to higher realms of thought where 
wisdom is found and upon its high- 
est pinnacle infidelity stands with 
beckoning hand. Intelligence is un- 
able to resist the call. Ignorance and 
mediocrity fall by the wayside. 

All intelligent people must admit 
that for teachers to teach what they 
either wholly disbelieve or only half- 
heartedly accept themselves must, 
sooner or later lead to destruction of 
the system. A century ago, when the 
power of the priest was strong enough 
to control thought, such teachings 
were attended with better results for 
the church. Today, where freedom 
reigns and the power of the priest is 



V 

V 



brokcn and dead, the system is suicidal 
and the Blade can heartily agree with 
Mr. Witter in his indictment against 
Sunday schools. We cannot do better 
than to close by quoting the following 
forceful declaration made by this 
writer. He says, after laying down 
his predicates: 

"The time must inevitably come to 
those young people who read am! 
think when they will awake to the 
superficiality and falsity of such teach- 
ing, and whin that awakening comes 
the reaction will probably be more 
radical than it would have been had 
they been properly enlightened in the 
first place. The p ndulum will swing 
so far that in rejecting these feeble 
«. and narrow views of spiritual truths 
they will in many cases be led to re- 
ject all versions of it. That this is a 
real danger can be seen by daily ob- 
servation. It accounts for the abso- 
lute skepticism and agnosticism of 
many, and it also accounts for the fact 
often noted, that the most confirmed 
infidels frequently spring from just 
these narrow denominational schools 
and influences that refuse obstinately 
to open to the light of more modern 
and better conceptions of the religious 
life." 

• • • • 

When Napoleon declared that the 
word "impossible" existed only in the 
dictionary of fools, he had not been at 
Waterloo. 

• • • • 

FREETHOUGHT AND 



"Will you kindly answer in the 
next issue of the Blade, the following 
question, "Can a Freethinker advo- 
cate prohibition?" 

The above question is propounded 
by an Illinois friend. The very basic 
principle of Frtet bought is that the 
individual shall not be bound by fixed, 
or prescribed rules of conduct upon 
questions of sociology, religion or 
politics, and under this principle the 
individual, so far as Freethought is 
concerned, is left to follow the dic- 
tates of his own conscience. Many 
Freethinkers do advocate prohibition 
and many oppose it. Recognizing the 
distinction and the difference between 
"prohibition" and "temperance" 
some Freethinkers advocate the latter 
and oppose the former. So far as the 
Blade is concerned it believes in tem- 
perance but does not believe in pro- 
hibition. We realize that the late 
editor Moore was an ardent prohhib- 
itionist. We did not entirely agree 
with those views although we had no 
right to oppose them in the Blade, 
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during his regime. Prohibition is a 
DM N sumptuary law and was declared 
by Abraham Lincoln to be a specie 
ol intemperance in itself, in that 
dronkenneM was at one extreme ami 
prohibition at the other. The temper- 
ance movement originated in England 
and was inaugurated by the Free- 
thinkers of that day. The church op- 
posed it Al the Movement became 
moie extensive Eke church took it up, 
espoused the cause as its own, and, 
going farther, began to advvocate ab- 
solute prohibition by law. 

As a fundamental proposition it is 
impossible to make men moral by- 
law, equally so to muUe them religious 
by law. Prohibition is force and force 
naturally creates friction. This fric- 
tion is productive of evil results. 
Known tacts prove that clandestine 
whiskey drinking is more prevalent 
in prohibition states than in others. 
It is, alter all, simply a question of 
appetite and men s appetite can never 
he controlled or regulated by law. 
Every ma should be an ardent advo- 
cate of temperance but as to the futil- 
ity of prohibition every man must be 
left tree to follow that course, which, 
to nun, appears to be right. 

e • # e 

POOR OLD KANSAS. 



•v 

9 



I 



The sunflower state is said to be 
going to Christ. 

It has already gone to hell. 

Further, the church and its blight- 
ing inlluence is altogether responsi- 
ble for the latest condition of affairs. 

.Many people will be able to recall 
the collapse of the boom, back in the 
eighties, when Wichita fell with a 
crash. It was a calamity resulting 
from an artificial inflation of property 
values. Little by little the progres- 
sive element of that prairie town be- 
gan to labor for improvement and free 
from speculative influences it began 
to creep back into stability and 
strength. Business revived. The peo- 
ple were prosperous ami happy. A 
steady growth set in and Wichita be- 
gan to make herself felt in the affairs 
of the state. 

Unfortunately, Wichita is also the 
boms of innumerable church cranks 
who believe that every ordinance 
should be passed by prayer and the 
police force sent upon its daily round 
signing the doxology. These people con- 
sidered it a crime to buy a drink of 
whiskey in an open saloon but favored 
its purchase at wholesale through the 
medium of lying statements signed in 
a drug store. Chicken thieves were 
not expected to visit a hen coop until 
they had sent up a petition to the 



throne of grace. The business rule 
with the pseudo-pious was to give 
long prayers on Sunday and short 
weights on .Monday. Church deacons 
never hcsitaud to cheat in a horse 
trade and the membership was of a 
ehsBJ that would sell five and ten cent 
cigars out of the same box. 

Another misfortune for Wishita 
lies in the fact that the women are 
permitted to vote in all- municipal 
contests, and as all the women belong 
to one or other of the numerous 
churches, the result can easily be im- 
agined. The parson got into politics. 
The women followed him. The par- 
son flapped his wings, stretched his 
neck, and the foolish flock cackled. 
The candidate who stood for the 
church and for church rule got the 
votes and lauded the persimmon. 

These are facts. 

But look at the result! 

With the church in political power 
through the election of its candidate 
for Mayor, the town has entered upon 
another collapse. With the church 
dictating and managing public ques- 
tions and policies, there is an exodus 
of the liberal and progressive element. 
Unwilling to face such conditions 
their future welfare depended upon 
immigration. Houses are vacant. The 
recent building epidemic has ceased. 
A cohiim rcial darkness has settled up- 
on the city more fearful than the 
Bgyptisa gloom. The town is under 
the thumb of the church and the 
"screw" is being applied with fanat- 
ical energy and zeal. 

It is recorded that one of the first 
official acts performed by the ortho- 
dox Mayor of Wichita was to dis- 
charge the old and experienced police 
on the ground that they did not dis- 
play sufficient energy in Irailing the 
blind tiger and preventmg the illegal 
sale of liquor New men were put in 
tlics, positions of trust. The new men 
were church members who knew no 
more about police duty than they do 
•bout infant damnation. They could 
smell corn juice but were totally un- 
able to recognize a felony in broad 
day light. One of the worst results 
of this condition of affairs is, accord- 
ing to the information at hand, that 
the town is now infested with theives 
and thugs who boldly burglarize 
bonu s right and left, many women be- 
ing afraid to venture to their own 
lours at night. Robberies are con- 
stantly occurring and the people are 
powerless to protect themselves 
airainst th.-se twin curses, a crime 
ridden city and church government. 

Kansas for Christ ! Indeed ! 

It looks like Wichita has got a bad 



urn*. 
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case of Christ already and lie is lead- 
ing tlie city a merry dance to munici- 
pal destruction. 

Was it not Brother Johnson who 
told us Kansas was going lor Christ / 

According to the laiter inlormaliuu 
it would Mem that it has gone auout 
it in Hie proper way to hnd him. 

There will be no salvation lor \\ ich- 
lta until she wakes up to the laci that 

GAL ±OUK-iiLAHL EH c 

church rule will damn anything it 
comes in contact with and takes an 
emetic to get rid ol all such mlluences 
in her political, social, and business 
life. 

• • • • 
AN APPEAL FOR HELP. 



Every cause that can boast actual 
merit, or that has lor its real objective 
the emancipation of the race lrow the 
galling yoke of supersticions chains, 
should be made a missionary cause, 
and the world needs just such missions 
and missionaries. 

Eor a thousand years, or more, Un- 
christian advocates have manilested a 
remarkable missionary zeal and today, 
then- missionary work constitutes the 
very life of the organization, in fanci- 
ful pictures, painted in glowing colors, 
adorned by an eloquence oi pathos, 
tales are told in church and Sunday 
school to work up the religious fervor 
of the fanatics, of some struggling 
mission abroad, in need of inure cash, 
and another strenuous appeal is made 
to the pocket book in the expectation 
that the strings thereof will be loosened 
a little more, and an outpouring follow 
that shall make the hearts of the mis- 
sion managers glad. 

Reports are sent in from mission 
stations abroad that would induce the 
credulous and unthinking to believe 
that the pagan peoples were all on the 
verge of being won over to Jesus, al- 
most ready to accept the myth of the 
cruciiied savior but just a little BUN 
cash is needed to finish the enterprise 
and land the tishes through a golden 
bait. Of course, the sole hope is that 
when safely won, the converts will, 
themselves, become contributors to the 
cause, and transform themselves Into 
paying and active members instead of 
remaining a burden upon the enter- 
prise. 

Existing conditions show most plain- 
ly that the Christian missionary enter- 
prise is on the verge of la dure. That 
instead of being in a receptive atti- 
tude, the pagan nations arc really an- 
tagonistic to the Christian prostlyter, 
that but a moiety of these people pro- 
fess even a partial acceptance of Chris- 



tian mythology, while the great bulk 
ignore the mission work altogether and 
look upon the workers with feelings of 
contempt, sometimes pity. In spite 
of this, year after year, a golden tide 
Hows eastward and what might have 
been spent upon the improvement of 
those trying conditions that surround 
the poor at home, goes into the pockets 
of the missionaries abroad. 

Under the caption of "Men and .Mis- 
sions" an article, written by William 
C. Ellis, has been going the rounds of 
the American press, as syndicated mat- 
ter. He claims to have made a thor- 
ough and impartial investigation of t lk- 
missions abroad for the purpose of 
learning their condition, their work, 
their needs and necessities. He states 
that he had no particular axe to grind, 
and furnishes the "report" with an 
unbiassed mind, as a "secular journal- 
ist" whose duty it was to run down 
criticism and explore into every nook 
and corner of the Christian world's 
missionary work abroad. So far so 
good, but in the "report" submitted 
to the press for publication, consisting 
of a three column appeal to Christian 
men and women for more money for 
missions, the zeal of the writer and 
investigator oversteps the uuirk sug- 
gested. 

In the first place Mr. Ellis did not 
go abroad with an impartial mind and 
■ mind free from bias. He went as an 
avptred believer in god, an accepor of 
the Christian myth, a believer in the 
value of mission work and a necessity 
for its continuation and support, and, 
as such, he returns witli renewed 
vigor in the work of soliciting alms, 
begging, as it were, for more contribu- 
tions from the faithful in order to 
furnish a better support for the mis- 
sionaries. And yet, he very frankly 
admitl that to a great extent the 
Christian missionaries are a failure. 

"One of the hurtful delusions of the 
home churches concerning foreign mis- 
sions (a delusion sometimes fostered 
by ill-balanced reports from th* field), 
ia that the whole heathen wo/ld is on 
the verge of conversion to Christianity. 
One of the conunonest figures of mis- 
sionary oratory represents the nations 
as crowding into the church. Now, the 
un welcomed fact is that heathendom, 
as a whole, has scarcely been budged 
by missions. Oreat as have been the 
missionary triumphs in spots, the whole 
mass has hardly been touched by the 
Christian teachings. Even enlighten- 
ed Japan, which many persons believe 
to have become almost Christianized, 
is still rankly heathen." 

What does M.r. Ellis mean by "ill- 
balanced reports from the field t" 



Hoes not this imply that false reports 
are sent out* H' it does, who sends 
these Npartel Are not the mission- 
aries responsible for them/ Would he 
advise and encourage an enlarged sup- 
port, in cash, to men who would thus 
be guilty of deception with their em- 
ployers/ if Christian missionaries 
would resort to such methods would 
they not also decieve the natives/ And 
why is it an "unwelcome fact" that 
the heathen are not "crowding into 
the mission churches/" To whom is 
such a fact unwelcome/ Is it un- 
welcome to iMr. Ellis / H' it is how can 
Mr. Ellis assert that he is unbiassed and 
contend that his investigation has been 
impartial / Hoes not this imply that 
Mr. Ellis went abroad with the avowed 
purpose of seeking material for funds 
and, seeking, did not he find just what 
he wanted/ Can Mr. Ellis honestly 
say that he found nothing to criticize, 
save that above quoted, which is all 
the criticism he has to offer I 

"By their fruits ye shall know 
them." 

The fruitage of the investigation 
made by iMr. Ellis, the fruitage of the 
missionary work as revealed by him, 
enables the independent and unbeliev- 
ing citizen to read between the lines, 
and denounce the whole system as a 
monstrous fake. 

One of the strong points made by 
Mr. Ellis, in his own opinion, is that 
missionary work should be carried on 
exclusively by men and that all women 
missionaries should be recalled. How 
will the sisteren like this/ Remove 
the women from the field and the wo- 
men at home must grow lukewarm in 
the work of raising cash. But, then, 
perhaps Mr. Ellis is looking for a fat 
job at some mission station in some 
beautiful oriential city. Who knows T 

The whole answer to Christian mis- 
sionary enterprise may be summed up 
in this, how can the missionaries ex- 
pect to convert peoples of a different 
moral code to that of Christianity 
when Zless than one-third of the pop- 
ulation at their own homes remains 
aloof from cZhurch and are indifferent 
to the whole Christian System? If 
they can't win their neighbors to 
Christ how can they expect to win 
the peoples of pagan nations? More 
cash may explain the conundrum. 
After all, that is just what is wanted 
more cash, and so we have this latest 
appeal for help. 



Friends are writing us from all 
parts of the country in congratulatory 
I miiis because of the improvement 
ma le in the Blade. We feel a little 
proud of it, anyway. 



BLUE GRASS BLADE. 



11 



SALOONS AND PREACHERS. 

Realizing the twin evils, those ele- 
mentary sources from, which so niany 
of our social ills How, Representative 
AljcKnight, of the Kentucky Ueueral 
Assembly, introduced a resolution pro- 
viding that saloon men and preachers 
be prohibited from taking part in pol- 
itics because of their busuiessJgaf in 
itics. Very little more than a genera- 
tion ago u preacher could not hold pub- 
lic oniee in Kentucky and it was be- 
cause of a kind and indulgent people 
that they were permitted to get back 
to their former status. AlcKnight's 
resolution came as a result of the etl'ort 
to eliminate saloon men from politics 
because of their business ami knowing 
that church and saloon were business 
rivals, that the church made men drunk 
on religion while the saloon got them 
drunk on whiskey, he felt thut if oue 
was put out of the politics the other 
should be. In a nieusure the Blade 
agrees with him. 

Paine did more for humanity in a 
week than the god the Christians wor- 
ship have done since Moses is said to 
have led the children of Israel out of 
Kgypt. The bible god inculcated and 
permitted slavery. Paine toiled ami 
wrote for freedom. The bible god 
devastated people with plague ami 
pestilence. Paine wrought peace with 
liberty. 

• • • • 

MUTUAL CONGRATULATIONS"" 

So many of our friends have written 
to us extend 1 og eongrat-u* ion* an 1 
expreaing their sincere approval of 
the improved appearance of the Blade 
and we now congratulate cur readers 
upon the fact that we have been able 
to make this desired change. A ragged, 
publication ia aa exasperating to the 
publisher as to the reader, and there 
may be abundant rejoicing at both 
ends of the line. In fact we will con- 
tinue to rejoice together and make the 
pleasure more extended by making 
each succeeding issue of the Blade 
better than its predecessor as far as we 
• can. 

In this issue we have endeaVored 
to give a selection of the brief mes- 
sages of cheer sent to the Blade office 
since the change was made. These 
will indicate the trend of opinion. 
Remember our columns are open to all 
and we desire that every subscriber 
shall give his or her opinion on the sub- 
ject. To do this yourself encourages 
others to follow your example and this 
is the forum of the people. 

Future success will depend largely 



upon the quality and quantity of the 
reading matter the Biaue has to offer. 
To euuble our readers to belter appre- 
ciate this fact, we desire now to im- 
press upon their minds thut urticles 
will appear from time to time in the 
Blade from such skillful writers as 
Mm. iienry, Dr. Wdson, Harriet M. 
Closz, John P. Clarke, Dr. T. J. 
BowlCs, and we are promised a similar 

favor from M. Qrier Kidder. AJd to 
these the writings of E. Lewis, Susan 
Peck, (Jhuuning Severance, and others, 
we have an array of talent that any 
journal could be proud of. 

The next thing is to keep it up. 
This depends upon the reader and it 
rests largely upon the interest he or 
she will take in the paper by assisting 
in extending its circulation. We are 
giving a larger paper and it is being 
printed on a far better quality of 
paper. The pictures we propose to 
give cost us a good sum of money 
each week in order to get the plates 
made. Our editorial expenses have in- 
creased and with all this we feel emin- 
ently justified in calling upon our 
friends for their continued support and 

favor. 



PRESBYTURIANISM 

AND POLYGAMY. 



One serious question with which the 
church, especially the Presbyterian 
branch, is at present grappling, is 
the issue of the polygamous practices 
of its converts in the orient. 

It is reported that the ruling, or 
governing powers of the Presbyterian 
denomination, has issued a decree with 
which all foreign missionaries are ex- 
pected to comply, to the effect, that 
converted polygamists must relinquish 
all wives but one or he cannot be ac- 
cepted into the membership of the 
Lord's elect. Could the same author 
ity extend that decree so us to make it 
applicable at home there might be just 
and reasonable grounds for its en- 
forcement abroad. While decrying 
polygamous practices in foreign lauds, 
ostensibly for the sake of consistent 
impressions upon the pagan, not a 
word of censure or reproach is uttered 
against those of the home bodies who 
openly support one wife and secretly 
maintain a half dozen concubines. 
True, Solomon, the Lord's nnnointed, 
the wise, the sweet bard of Israel, en- 
joyd the promiscuous dalliance with 
one thousand damosels of which seven 
hundred were first-class wives and 
three hundred only second-class wives. 
Teach the pagan polygamist to read 
the bible and let him turn to Solomen, 



and others of the biblical patriarchs, 
let them read about iNoah, and Lot, 
and Auraham, and even Mioses with his 
Llhiopiau wile, and the missionaries 
wnl Uuve a devd ol a time convincing 
the convert that his plurality of wives 
sanctioned by age and custom in his 
own country, is in any measure con- 
trary to the will of Uod or the teach- 
ings of the bible, li a word to the 
wise is sunicient, would it not be well 
for the missionaries to keep the bible 
out of the hands of their pagan con- 
verts. 

Asia* from the religious aspect of 
the situation another problem appears. 
Should the convert, in obedience to 
the Presbyterian decree, give up and 
abandon all his wives but one, what is 
to become of the discarded members 
of the plural family, and their off- 
spring/ Polygamy being permissible 
under the Chinese law it is a»so com- 
pulsory thut each of the wives shall 
be properly and adequately provided 
for, as is the law with ilormouism, 
and to obey the Presbyterian law 
means a violation of the written law 
of the laud, there comes a conflict of 
authority, which is bound to result in 
a defcut for the missionaries. Chris- 
tianity may assuil the religion of 
pugun peopies, they muy laugh at their 
gods, make iuu of their idols, dese- 
crate their temples, but when it comes 
to uu interference with legul and 
long established custom the 
missionaries iiud a snag. Pagan na- 
tions are not going to amend their 
stutute law for the convenience of 
Christian missionaries und when these 
are brought in coutlict the missionary 
will have to hunt other fields of opera- 
tion. Their presence is tolerated and 
their labor for Christ permitted, just 
so long as they maintain an attitude 
of indifference or passive submission 
to the laws that be. 

It would seem, however, that the 
missionary will have a hard time con- 
vincing the pugun converts that it is 
nec essary for them to give up their 
superttous wives, and this will be 
heightened if the convert can by some 
means or another learn of the innum- 
erable crimes being committed against 
women ly Chrisliau parsons in this 
country. 

The discussion here is not upon the 
right or wrong of polygamy, rather a 
reference to the inconsistency of 
Christian teaching and practice, and a 
pointing to another oi those insur- 
mountable obstacles that confronts 
Christian missionary enterprise abroad. 
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AUTOCRATIC TYRANNY. 



The Blade felt it necessary, in its 
last issue, to wake comment upon the 
.encroachment of the post oiiice depart- 
ment, a simple brunch ot the public 
service, upon the legislative functions 
of government, an encroachment that 
is unwarranted by law or constitution. 
Since priming that comment The 
Blade has been brought lace to face 
with an act of autocratic tyranny 
which convinces us that the conduct 
of the post ofiice department, showu 
to be teeming with fraud and corrup- 
tion, should be made an issue between 
the political parties in the pending 
national campaign. As it is seemingly 
impossible to mend the autocracy of 
this department, the best remedy at 
hand it to end it. 

Our readers will have uoted that in 
the issue of January lii we had insert- 
ed a small circular and subscription 
b.ank. This was designed for the 
conveniences of our subscribers who 
might feel inclined to aid us in in- 
creasing our circulation. The circu- 
lar was addressed to everybody in 
general and to no one in particular. 
To our surprise we were notified by 
the local authorities that a part of the 
issue had been held up at the post 
ofiice, after a part had been sent out, 
on the ground that the insertion of the 
circular had changed the class of mail 
and an extra money payment was de- 
manded before liny would consent to 
release what was remaining in that 
ofiice. We recognize that ignorance 
of law is no excuse, nor is it a defense, 
against any infraction of the law. We 
also recognize that Congress never en- 
acted such a law, never authorized 
such a law, and never delegated any 
legislative authority, which it has no 
right to do. The time has come, how- 
ever, when the autocratic tyrunny of 
the postal authorities must be brought 
to a termination. Under the guise of 
"a rule" it presumes to make "law" 
by which the people dealing with the 
postofl'ice are to be governed. It is 
absolutism. It is contrary to the 
fundamentals of this republic. It is 
carrying us into an autocracy worse 
than that existing in official Russia. 

The postal authorities seem to for- 
get that they simply are the paid ser- 
vants of the people and not masters 
of the people. H ow e v e r much 
they may believe they "own" 
the post office and all its 
ramifications, they do not own it for 
it belongs to the epople. Through 
political manipulation the post ofiice 
department has been con\erted into 
an immense political i rganization 



that operates against the public good, 
si l engthening t lie sinews of politicians 
who are possessed of a vaulting ambi- 
tion for ofiice and the salary attach- 
ments. The post ofiice department is* 
Dot paid to make laws but to obey 
.such laws as may be made by the 
national Congress, the only .constitu- 
tional legislative authority. Some lat- 
itude bM.> been extended to the de- 
partment in the manufacture of cer- 
tain petty rules, principally for the 
management of employes', but when 
these "rales" have to deal with the 
American public they pass from under 
such au insignificant designation and 
become •'laws - ' for all purposes. 

Allow these conditions to continue 
and the department will soon usurp 
the right to determine that no re- 
ligious or political publication shall 
be tarried in the mails, save of that 
denomination or party to which the 
postmasters belong, and then, what 
becomes of the constitutional guaran- 
t.e of freedom of speech, freedom of 
thought, and the other of our liber- 
ties .' 

This is simply a case of being given 
an inch and taking a yard, but it is 
now time that the pmple took the 
matter in hand and through wise po- 
litical discrimination, proceed to take 
back the original inch or the post 
ofiice will soon own the people instead 

of the people owning the post office. 
• • • • 

IN LIFE'S SERVICE. 



Human society is, after all, very 
similar to a piece of machinery. In 
the machine there are large wheels, 
small wheels, large holts and small 
pins, all necessary to the perfect con- 
struction ami operation of the whole. 
The larger pieces could not work with- 
out the co-operation of the ■mailer 
ones. So it is with humanity. We are 
all necessary to the whole and there 
is room enough in this world for us 
all. -Humanity may present men of 
different type and different mold. 
Some may be accorded higher and 
greater privih ges than others, and, 
in a sense, shine by comparison, but 
such brilliancy is dependent, if com- 
parison must be made, upon their 
humbler fellows. 

Would it not be belter then if we 
all labored incessantly for each other, 
ignoring self and with willing hand 
work for another's need? It is not so 
much the kind of work done, but the 
principle involved in the work that 
dignifies it and exalts it for human 
sendee. This thought should be made 
capable of strengthening the heart of 
every worker in the cause of human- 



ity, put a glow into his being and a 
cheer into his great service. The 
world's work has been hampered and 
hindered too long by the dragon of 
superstition, I sort of hobgoblin, with 
which credulous people have filled 
the universe, a sort of Odinian 
Yudrasyl. where dead deities did once 
congregate. 

Lift up man to the exalted station 
where be belongs. Take him out of the 
dust and put him on fruitful soil 
where the rich reward of meritorious 
labor may win for him that happiness 
and joy which has been denied him by 
king and priest. 

Sere is ■ work in which the hum- 
blest may take a part and each part 
takes its own prominence in the di- 
vision of human labor. Let us have 
no drones. Put your shoulder to the 
wl 1 and everybody give it an on- 
ward and upward push. The results 
may not be immediate but they are 
bound to come and if we do not en- 
joy them our children will. 

* • • # 

friends, could we but impress you 
with the fact that the Blade actually 
Deeds you, our path would be made 
easier. Don't begin to figure yourself 
as a mere unit, and think there are 
plenty of others to relieve you of the 
work and imagine that you will not 
he missed. Kvery Freethinker is a 
leader in the army of social improve- 
ment and your neighbors look to you 
lot both example and precept. So 
does the Blade. It needs you every 
hour. It n» eds your aid in spreading 
the gospel of Liberty by getting the 

paper into ■ larger number of homes. 

• • • • 

When men love to. acquire know- 
ledge, when they manifest an ardor 
for scientific discovery and fact, then 
will they begin to absorb new ideas 
and. making them their own, they 
will bt them into growing and living 
systems of thought and action from 
which development and progress are 
made certain, These men constitute 
the war]) and woof of progressive 
society and of such material are all 
Frei thinkers made. 

* « » » 

Bvery man and woman holds in 
their hands the key to their own 
minds and nothing can enter without 
willingness on their own part. 

• • s s 

Inasmuch Uncle Sam has put his 
embargo upon the subscription blanks 
that should not deter our friends from 
making a supreme effort to get some 

new subscribers to the Blade. Our 

ambition is to keep all the old friends 
and make a many more new ones. 



BLUE GRASS BLADE. 



13 



Cbe Blade's Correspondence 

i 



This column is devoted to the weekly cor- 
respondence ol. Hlade subscribers in which 
they nre requested to express their personal 
views nnent religion, politics or economics 
may he exprcs-ed. The nia<le does not as- 
sume any personal responsibility for any 
view upon any ism. 

Communications intended for this column 
should he made as brief as possible on account 
of limited space. 



ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 



PARKER H. SERCOMRE. — Yr.ur congritu 
la t ions cheer. Have taken the liberty of u-iiiL' 
your comment that our reader- may know 
what you personally think of the paper in its 
new form. 

Dr. T. J. ftftmiff MM received with 
thanks. It ia a splendid article and ought to 
be widely read. We appreciate your kindly 
expressions about the paper and its new ar- 
rangements and thank you for your interest 
by sending in the new subscribers. Would 
that many others would do likewise. 

MRS. R. S. CAMPBELL — Considering the 
fact that women constitute the main strength 
of the church, your special encomium is re- 
ceived with heartfelt gratitude. 

C. 0. N. CLAUSEN — Sample copy sent as 
directed. Thanks. 

ALBERT Ml LLER — Clippings are appreci- 
ated. 

Mtt. U C OADES — Your terms are satis- 
factory and you know patience is a virtue 
we must all learn to practice. 

CARL CRATER— The Blade a-sails only 
principle- that are erroneous by attempting to 
correct them, it does not attack persons who 
may be in error and for this reason the articlr 
lubaiitted is ununited to our columns. 

JOHN THOMAS— W« have been anxiously 
looking for the sketch of Uncle David Engler. 
If you can get one prepared send it as soon as 
possible. It is the wish of the Blade to make 
due notice of all such events in our Free- 
thought family. 

F. B. HALL — It does not look very encour- 
aging to undertake what has been reque-tcd 
for the person referred to scarcely seems 
capable of keeping up his end of any discus- 
sion on the subject. 



WILLIAM 11. COX— Many thanks for your 
kindly interest and may you be succe-sful is 
our only prayer. 

L. E. C. YERSOCOM— We sympathize with 
jroVJ in deep distress but are p'eased to note 
that the passing away of your companion was 
not marred by the presence of religious in- 
lluences. These are manifestations of a cour- 
ageous truth. 

J. E. REED— Your rcque-t will be granted 
as soon as we can get to it. The poem is 
good. Thanks. 

WILLIAM SHARP— We will send the Blade 
for one month to nny address on trial sub- 
Mriptka for 15 cents, or free as a sample 
copy if you will furnish names and addresses. 

EDCiAR STODDARD — Glnd you like the 
new style Blade. Now help us to push it 
along. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 
Splendid Compliment. 

Chicago 111. 

Editor Blade:— 

Many congratulations to you on Hip new 
sire and appearance of the Blade It Is the 
best ever. I like your new size and style 
BARKER H. SEREOOMBE. 



Welcome Praise. 

MUN'CIE, IND. 

Editor Blade:— 

Enclosed find money for 5 new subscrih. rt 
— -end me a receipt— begin this subscription 
with the next issue of the paper. I am highly 
p l a n ed with the Blade in its new form, and 
I congratulate you on your happy choice of a 
eo editor, who I have always regarded as one 
of the ablest men in America. 

T. J. BOWLES. 



What a Woman Thinks. 

Centre Belfre. O. 

Fditor Blade:— 

What do I think of the Bla-'o? Why I 
think its a gem from natures own garden 
been all the while struggling through weeds 
of superstition and perseeut km, to -Inw poor 
ignorant humanity the true road to light and 
life. All is mind, no douhl . As we think 
so we are. The mind controls I he body ritln S 
for good or ill, then how important what we 



nie to believe. Those Jews, no fools, they 
suspected that three card M ' te game. The 
lather. Son and Holy Ghost, an earthly 
M tl.er and Spiritual Father. Funny, isn't? 
I n. mt felt like complaining of typographical 
errors. Thought the cause unavoidable and 
we readers had but a small part of the in- 
convenience a. 

KM. R. S. CAMPBELL. 



The Way lo Help. 

St. Ansgar, Iowa. 

Fditor Blade: — 

Please send a few copies of Blue Grass 
Blade to the name and address I enclose 
Btlievt he will appreciate them. 

C. G. CLAUSEN. 



For Christians To Ponder. 

Galveston, Ind. 

Editor Blade: — 

Enclosed please find Post Office order for 
$1.50 for another year's subscription to the 
Blade. 

On January 5th Uncle David Fuller passed 
away at the ripe old age of 01 year- and 28 
days. His home was at Walton. Ind.. but he 
was staying this winter with his daughter, 
here in Oalveston. He wns an old reader of 
the Blade and a great admirer of your paper. 
He was re-pected by all who knew him 
whether they believed with him or not. He 
was strictly hone«t in all his dealings and 
very firm in his belief and never wore the 
garb of Hypocrisy. If all men were as honest 
as Uncle Dave Engler then- would lie no use 
for jails or state prisons. With best wishes. 

JOHN THOMAS. 

No Wonder He Failed. 

Augusta. Mich. 

Editor Blade: — 

The sample copies you sent me came to 
land. In the January 5th t*fM you had an 
article on my friend J. O. Smith of Bronson. 
Mich. He has been sending me his circulars 
for two years. A short time ago I sent him 
some (|iiesti<ns on his (weak) circulars. In 
reply he wrote me lengthy saying he could 
not ansu r ikopttoi Mp i r itely, but if I would 
have any quistions printed in some liberal 
ptper, he would reply in MM paper, so all 
•keptiei could see how easily he demolished 
them. Said he had converted one low down 
fellow, who had edited a frecthought paper 
18 years, ne was sore because 50 liberal 
ed it or- he had tried had turned him down. 
Well when the "Blade" came I wrote him 
loud and sent him the p:ipir. He is squirm- 
ing about now. Poor Smith. I nlso had sent 
nn open letter for J O. Smith to the Puhlio 
l'ie-s. but .i- Hro. la-nan no doubt takes tho 
"Blade" he is on to hiiu and will not publish 
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it. Enclose find one dollar send the "Blade" 
as long as it will carry to the address 

Y. B. I (ALL. 



Starting Out Right. 

Marietta Ohio. 

Editor Blade:— 

Your favor of 20lh inst. at hand and I 
thank you in advance for your kindness for 
having my verse appear in the Paine memorial 
issue of the Blade. I take three free thought 
papers and my neighbor takes (he Blade, yet 
while I am a regular reader of it, I am not 
a subscriber. You say with the next issue* 
she will be turned into 16 page magazine style, 
and will be better, well I don't know how you 
are going to improve on it. to make it better, 
for she is always brim full of just what I 
want, and I think the Blade u the equal of 
anything published in the United State*. 
Just as soon as you make the change send 
me a copy, and I will get busy at once, and 
try and get up a nioe club for you to help 
start her off in her new form. I am an old 
time letter carrier here, have been on duty 
for the last 19 years, and am pretty well ac- 
quainted with the people and know just where 
to otrike to do the most good I am never 
the least bit backward about backing up 
what I think is right, therefore, I shall try 
and get up a good club in the near future and 
do all I can for the Blade. 

WM. H. COX. 



In Affliction Sore. 

Valeria, Iowa. 

Editor Blade:— 

Please find enclosed one dollar and fifty 
cents to settle for the Blade till time to re- 
new for another year. The Blade should be 
in every home whether orthodox or Free- 
thinker. No judge or jury can give a just 
decision by hearing only one side of a case. 
Lot us all be fair and reasonable, read both 
sides that we may be more able to form a 
better opinion. Then al-o bear in mind that 
great men such as President Theodore Roose- 
velt and Wm. J. Bryan, differ. Both good 
men have their faults. None are perfect. If 
we know we have a fault let us mend that 
fault if possible. I am very sorry indeed that 
my subscription is past due. but pardon me, 
for I have met with one of the greatest 
afflictions that mankind is heir to, the lo-s 
of a dear and noble companion. It is great 
grief to me to pen you those few lines and 
my eyes are filled with tears as I write. My 
wife was afflicted for nearly three years with 
heart trouble and last April dropsy set in. 
She bore her suffering with a strong mind and 
great fortitude. She died on the 5th of Oct., 
1907, while sitting in her chair. She parsed 
away without a struggle as serene as the 
dawn of a setting sun in June. Her faith 
was strong that after death there can be no 



in attendance. Dr. Perry fagit, once State 
Senator delivered the funeral address. His 
text was: — 

"When a man dies shall he live again." 
He said that this was a question that had 
n< ver been answered; that the Hottentots of 
India know as much about it as the robed 
priests of today. Truth must prevail. I am 
much in favor of your short letter column. 1 
am very much pleased to hear from all old 
soldier* of truth, reason and experience. It 
cheers us on our way through life. I am an 
old soldier and will soon pass to sleep, the 
sleep that knows no waking. 

L. E. C. YERNOCOM. 



Hell Must Be Cooling. 

Grady, I. T., 

Editor Blade: — 

You will please find enclosed poem clipped 
from The Fort Worth Record of November 24. 
I hope you will reprint it in the Blade. What 
fools we are for a Great pnp( r like the Record 
to Publish such poetry. The Fire of Hell 
be cooling down a little , Yours truly. 

J. E. REED. 



MORE PRAISE FOR THE BLADE. 

Jollet, 111. 

My subscription has expired, and I 
herewith enclose Post Office order for 
11.50 to carry me to Jan 1st, 1909. 

I wish I was able to do more for the 
Blade. But I am in a position where I 
can't afford It. I am also a subscriber to 
three socialist papers "The Appeal to 
Reason" "Wilshlres Magazine" and 'The 
Chicago Dally Socialist." 

You may think that I should divide my 
support more equally and not throw so 
much of It Into one camp. But, while it 
Is trup that socialism does not pretend to 
deal In any way with a person's religious 
beliefs. Yet I find that a great many 
Socialists are also Materialists or free- 
thinkers. And that the leaders, such as 
Editors, Lecturers and writers, are pretty 
much all, more or less, out of the church. 
I can only account for this on the ground 
that it requires pretty much the same kind 
of a mind for either, that Is, a somewhat 
Independent thinker and reasoner. 

To Illustrate, I at one time had about 
the same opinion of Socialism that D. 
Webster Groh has. But after several 
years of study of It, I now believe it to 
be the greatest and grandest movement 
on earth toward a higher and better civili- 
zation, not even 
thought" movemem 

Our material welfare is of the greatest 
Importance to us. With that once prop- 
erly adjusted, I believe that all other 
affairs would rapidly adjust themselvea. 

ad the fear of poverty, la the 



greatest curse among mankind. It Is the 
cause of more dishonesty, crime and cor- 
ruption than all else. 

It Is entirely unnecessary, and under 
socialism would almost be Impossible. 
In fact would be absolutely so to that class 
which Is now known as "The poor but hon- 
est working man". The term Is a synonym 
for slavery, and for yearfs I have known 
that have carried it through life. 

I am pleased to note your liberal and 
common sense attitude toward Socialism. 
Knowing what I do about is I should be 
greatly grieved to see its mention or dis- 
cussion excluded from the Blade. The dis- 
cussion of any subject relative to the bet- 
tering of mankind, certainly can do no 



LOUIS CULAIS. 

GIVES US INSPIRATION. 

Norwalk, Conn. 

Editor Blade: — 

If there is not Freethinkers enough in 
these United States to sustain and sup- 
port one little paper, the quicker it sus- 
pends publication the better. Have we 
become so worldly or Indifferent to one of 
the grandest causes in the world. Human 
Liberty. The almoner of the Human Race. 
Bro. Freethinkers, I appeal to you in be- 
half of the Blue Grass Blade, that you will 
not stand by and see The Blade go down 
to an ignominous death. Like Bro. Green 
and his magazine, but let we with a vnlce 
and wherewlthall that may be heard 
across the continent, rally to the support 
of Pro. Hughes and The Grand Old 
Blade, that Bro. Moore gave tears and 
his life to build up and Bro. Hughes will 
surely give us a paper that not only will 
be instructive, but entertaining along the 
whole line. 

I have several times contributed small 
sums to the Blade and am willing at this 
time to head the list with a contribution 
of ten dollars. I should be pleased to see 
letters from every Freethinker In the 
United States and I think Bro. Hughes 
will find space to print all letters from 
freethinkers and others that are Inter- 
ested In the wellfare of the Blade. 

I think Mr. Kerr, in last Blade Is labor- 
ing under a delusslon when he says Free- 
thought publications are practically free- 
ing nobody from Idolatary and supersti- 
tion. He says that they have made a 
few score fosslla. I can say that Free- 
thought publication as well as all others 
have filled their mission along llfes high- 
way of progress. Mr. Kerr may not be 
a fosslle. but he Is certainly a knocker. 
In the "Vernacular," a knocker Is one 
who thinks he has the knowledge of the 
whole world cowered In a thimble full of 
brains, but that the country is full of 
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Let us work along natural lines to the 
anuliovation of mankind and we cannot 
afford t to be knockers as regarding Free- 
thought and the Blue Grass Blade. 

As the 29th of January is the Anniver- 
sary of the birth of Thomas. Paine the 
greatest name on mortal tongue, Hero of 
them all, not excepting Washington, a 
man the American people owe their allegi- 
ance for the Liberty. Home and happi- 
ness thatt hey enjoy today. Whose say- 
ing "Where Liberty is not there Is my 
country,, and "These are the times that 
try men s souls." A man who subscribed 
his last five hundred dollars to start a 
subscription which was raised to Ave 
thousand dollars to carry on the Revolu- 
tion that forced this country from the 
rule of King Geo. III. of England, and still 
there are men going about the country 
raalinging the name of Thomas Paine who 
will live in history and who will always, 
live In the hearts of the American peo- 
ple as a patriot Hero of this Republic. 

A. B. BENNETT. 



I THE TELEO-MECHAINICS OF NATURE 



FILLERS. 

Miracles coin,, whn they nre mM They 
como not of fraud, but they come of nn im- 
pa -sinned credulity which erwttat what it is 
dct erinim d to find. (liven nn enthusiastic 
desire thnt Oed should miraculously manifest 
himself, the reiipious iningimit ion is never at 
a loss for facts to prove that he has done so; 
and in proportion to the magnitude of the 
interests at stake is the scale of the mirucu 
lous interposition. — J. A. Froude. 



RAILWAY MEN, ATTENTION ! 



If you need a Watch to meet the new re- 
quirements of the Railway Service, study 
well and compare prices of these (18 size) 
lever-set Watches: HAMPDEN, "Special 
Railway," 23 Jewels, $26; "NEW RAIL- 
WAY," 23 Jewels. *20; WALTHAM "Van- 
guard," 23 jewels. $29; "CRESCENT STR.' 
21 Jewels, $22.50; same, 19 Jewels, $20; 
"845" new model, 21 Jewels, $18.50; "Apple- 
ton, Tracy & Co.," 17 Jewels. $16; ELGIN. 
"Veritas," 23 Jewels, $29; "Father Time," 
21 Jewels, $2250; "B. W. Raymond," 19 
Jewels, $20; same, 17 Jewels. $18.60. All 
the above In 3 or 4-ounce Sllverine Screw 
Case, prepaid, with guarantee that each 
watch Is latest improved Krade specified, 
new and perfect, and will pass rigid railway 
Inspection. Have advertised in this paper 
since first issue. 

DIAMONDS, PEARLS, OPALS, ETC. 

I am an expert In this line and will save 
you 20 per cent If you will order of me. 
EnKagenu nt mid wedding rings a specialty. 

Rond for price list of watches not listed 
above. Jewelry, Freethought Badges, Inger- 
soil Spoons, Rings. Silver and Plated Ware, 
Optical Goods, and my Tract, "Theism In 
The Crucible," free. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN. 
LaGrange, Cook County, Illinois. 



The nhove entitled work in 8 part* and 115 chapters treats of the 
nature nnd functions of the sub conscious minas or "cell-souls" (as Prof. 
Haeckel terms them) which are beginning to be recognized by Biologists, Psy- 
chologists end l'hvsiolopist- a« the con-ciously ard intelligently operating 
factors in the evolution of plant and animal life and to the study of which 
I have devoted a life time, condensing my views and observations in the above 
volume. It is devoid of all metaphysical speculation, and from the mass of 
scientifically demonstrated facts the reader will draw hi- own conclusions 
regarding the tenability of *he God nnd Immortality doctrines. 

Mrs. Josephine K. Henry, of Versailles. Ky., President of The Free- 
thought Federation Of America, writes as follows: 

"Received the Synopsis of your book, "The Teleo-Mechanics of Nature,* 
and read it with great profit nnd pleasure. It has opened up great fields of 
thought to me. I will keep your pamphlet near me; perhaps it will bring 
more light as I rend and ponder. A world groping in darkness npeds you. You 
are certainly a student, scicnti-t and phiio-opher. and have -cnr.-.l several p..ints 
against Haeckel that it seems to me cannot be controverted. I truly hope that 
your book will have a wide circulation in all lands and will be translated into 
many languages." 

Prof. Ernest Haeckel writes: 
"My denr Mr. Wettstein. Your treatise in the form of k Synopsis of 
your book 'The Teleo-Mechanics Of Nature, Mag a commendable critique of 

my World-Riddles, has beta r< iv«d and rend with LTeat interest. While we 

differ on a few questions, notably the one relating to the consciousness oi 
unconsciousnes of the mind in Nature, I sincerely hope that your masterly 
efforts will contribute much towards dispelling the obscurity and confusion pre 
vailing in these momentous problems of Science nnd Philosophy. 

With hiirhest esteem. Yours," etc. 
Great Combination Offer. A copy of the Synopsis (a larce 16 page pamph- 
let In handsome cover), price 10c; a copy of ' Facts Worth Knowing," (con- 
taining addresses of Ingersoll. Pentecost and Mr- Henry), price 15c; nnd 
Paine's "Age of Reason;" price 2f.e, (50c value) sent prepaid on receipt 
of 25c in stamps or silver. First two books alone for 10c to all mentioning 
the Blade. 

HERMANN WETTSTEIN, 



411-414 Main Street. 
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Mardi Gras >^ >•* >■* 

$20.05 

New Orleans and Return. 

$18.80 

Mobile and Return 
FROM LEXINGTON, KY., VIA 

Queen eft Crescent Route 

Tickets on sale Feb. 26-27-28-2?, March 1-2 

Good Returning March 10, 1908. Ask Agenii for Information or write 
H. C. KING. G. P. A.. LEXINGTON. KY. 
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THE ORIENT 



by 

Charles Chilton Moore. 

W'lu-n a young man the author had started 
out to walk through the Holy Lands on foot. 
Reaching Paris he gave up the journey and 
returned home. He made the trip by rail 
and boat about three years before his death. 
This book gives an account of what he saw 
and explodes numerous Christian myths. It 
is especially suitable tor a present. 
Cloth Bound, 350 Pages. Postpaid feat 

No Freethinker should be without it. 

Address orders to 

BLUE GRAM BLADE, 
Lexington, Ky. 



A TRIP TO ROME 

by 

DR. J. B. WILSON. 

The International Congress of Freethinkers 
was held in the City of Rome, Italy, Sep- 
tember 21, 1904. The author attended that 
Congress as the American delegate. It is an 
account of trutel and personal experiences 
that lias received an universal encomium from 
press and people. In it religious dogmas and 
tales of priestly fiction are ruthlessly ex- 
posed while the ueneral style is without com 
pariaon in American literature of travel. 

bound, 360 pages, illustrated. 
Postpaid $1.25. 

Address orders to 

BLUE CRASS BLADE. 
Lexington, Ky. 



The Virgin cTVlary 

By M. Grier Kidder 
Paper 10 Cents 



This article fir-t appeared in the columns 
of the Blade and RdHof Moore and James 
E. Hughes were indicted by the federal 
Grand jury at I>ouisville for sending ob 
scene matter through the mails. The prose- 
cution was dismissed. The article was then 
republished in the Blade and later put into 
pamphlet form. Thousands of copies have 
been sold. It is a useful missionary docu- 
ment. Full of humor and ar 

Twenty -rive copies for $1.00. 

BLUE GRASS BLADE, 
Lexington, Ky. 



Three of WINWOOD READE'S 
Celebrated Works. 

Martyrdom of Man. 

MOW IN ITS TWELFTH EDITION. 

This boat i.a Tery Interestingly pictured >y.H.p«* °l universal hWory. 
.how int: v. t.at the raw ha. undergone-.!* ; roartyplonv-in its n~e «> 1 t« prw 
int Dliii. It show, how war and religion have been «HMM luctor. 
,n n \f.e .-uggl* for lt\*n r ,rt]&i££^±™»» 



1 and love. 



1 1»» the preaent, addt 
1 would be a religion c 



CLOTH. $1.00. 



The Outcast 



STl VE^^^mtSmSiSSSi to throw oft the .hackle, 
8uper.tition. ioth y ^ pontmrfe. IOC. 

THE VEIL OF ISIS, OR THE 

mysteries of me Druids. 

Tbl» Interesting work give, a very clear and accurate ac- 
count of the earliest formation ol Religion and Freemasonry 
Many of the Ancient rite. «ud mysterious c vremomes that are 
used by the Churche. and Maaonlc order., are here given 
m detail and 1 * 



doth. $LOO net 1 

BLUE BRASS BLADEi Pnb*i Box 393 t L$xi&£tofli Kjt 



FLORIDA AND without 
NEW ORLEANS ■* 



1 VIA 



QUEEN & CRESCENT ROUTE 



We T • * T: On Sale November lit, 1907 

falter loUriSt llCKetS Good lUturnintf May 3ht, 1908 



n and llal of lion In addreal 
U. C WJiG. C. P. 8 T. A.. Ill Main Su 




Get in line. Join the Army of Blade 
readers. 



